Immunisation status screening in the emergency department: Why are we forgetting the elderly?
Pneumonia is one of the most common reasons patients over the age of 65 years present to the Emergency Department (ED). There is a 23-valent pneumococcal vaccine (23vPPV) available under the National Immunisation Program (NIP) with demonstrated 61-71% effectiveness against Invasive Pneumococcal Disease (IPD), but only 51% of adults aged over 65 years are vaccinated in Australia. Short semi-structured interviews were conducted with emergency nurses working across a Local Health District in Sydney New South Wales (n=9) in order to determine their knowledge, behaviour and attitudes towards immunisation status screening in the elderly who present to the ED with pneumonia. Questions were structured to the COM-B Model (capability, opportunity and motivation to change behaviour), and a thematic analysis was conducted. There were three major themes identified: (1) The importance of routinisation, (2) Low knowledge levels and, (3) The 'vaccination is for children' heuristic, as well as suggestions for future interventions to improve screening. These findings clarify how to improve vaccine uptake amongst this vulnerable cohort. They suggest that emergency departments should provide education to nurses. In addition, checklists/tick boxes can prompt nurses whilst conducting routine work, which may lead to increased vaccination uptake.